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THE  HIRED  FARM  WORKING  FORCE  OF  1959 
(PRELIMINARY) 

Fewer  hired  farm  workers,  on  the  average,  worked  more  days  in  1959 
than  in  1958  "to  produce  our  Nation's  food  and  fiber.  Not  counting  short- 
term  workers  who  worked  less  than  25  days  at  farm  wage  work  during  the 
year,  about  2.2  million  persons  earned  an  average  of  $829  in  138  days 
working  on  farms  in  1959-  Regular  farm  workers,  those  employed  15 0  days 
or  more,  numbered  800,000  but  they  accounted  for  more  than  67  percent  of 
the  total  man  days  of  hired  farm  work.  Average  daily  wages  for  farm  work 
held  steady  at  $6  while  average  earnings  for  nonfarm  work  by  regular  farm 
workers  rose  slightly  to  $9  per  day.  Combined  wage  earnings  in  1959  amount- 
ed to  $1,038,  up  from  $961  in  1958.   (See  table  on  reverse  side.) 

About  one  in  5  of  the  2.2  million  workers  who  did  25  days  or  more  of 
farm  wage  work  in  1959  were  migratory  workers .  These  workers  averaged  $6 
per  day  worked  at  farm  work  and  had  combined  average  annual  earnings  of 
$911  >  compared  to  an  annual  average  for  nonmigratory  workers  of  $1,063. 

About  2  in  5  hired  workers  doing  25  days  or  more  farm  wage  work  re- 
ceived items  in  addition  to  cash  wages.  Workers  not  receiving  perquisites 
reported  daily  earnings  about  a  dollar  higher  than  those  who  received  per- 
quisites.  No  attempt  was  made  to  determine  the  cash  value  of  perquisites. 

Manual  laborers  worked  fewer  days  and  earned  a  lower  average  daily 
wage  than  workers  who  reported  working  mainly  with  machinery  or  livestock, 
jobs  which  generally  require  greater  skill.  About  16  percent  of  male 
workers  were  doing  farm  wage  work  for  the  first  time  in  1959;  hut  nearly 
one  in  5  had  worked  on  farms  for  wages  for  20  years  or  more. 

Washington,  D.  C.  AMS  -  k^0  February  1961 
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